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Marriage Equality Becomes a Reality in New York State
NOW-NYC Commends Leadership in the Legislature for Advancing Civil Rights of All Citizens
New York–NOW-NYC applauds the action of the New York State legislature for taking leadership on the issue of marriage equality.  With the passage of this historic legislation in support of same sex marriage in New York State, a major barrier to the full equality of LGBT people has come down.  Finally same sex couples will have access to hundreds of state rights and basic protections such as inheritance rights, spousal authority to make medical decisions, the ability to take leave of absences to care for their spouses, taxation rights, and the immunity from testifying against a spouse in court. 

“Our New York State legislators who voted in support of marriage equality should be proud that their votes for the equal rights of New Yorkers and against longstanding discrimination and bigotry will be on the record,” stated Executive Director Sonia Ossorio, “By finally allowing lesbian and gay couples to marry, New York State sends a clear message that routinely denying citizens of this country their civil liberties due to their sexual orientation is unacceptable.” This decision not only a marks political milestone in the fight towards marriage equality for all, but also points to the legislature’s recognition of the wider shift in cultural attitudes regarding same sex marriage.
New York State is the 5th state to make same sex marriage legal, and this historical legislative action reflects the views of the constituents of the many New York State representatives who voted on this issue. NOW-NYC members have been calling for equality for all since 1966, and we invite you to celebrate this powerful victory with us at this year’s PRIDE festivities. PRIDE will be historic and monumental in its proportions as New York comes together to celebrate and commemorate this epic moment in the fight for equal rights for all people regardless of race, gender or sexual orientation.
The National Organization for Women is the nation’s largest organization working to advance women’s rights and improve women’s lives. The New York City Chapter of NOW, founded in 1966, is the largest chapter in the country with 5,000 members locally and 35,000 statewide.  NOW-NYC works to promote women’s reproductive rights, secure women’s economic empowerment, and end violence and discrimination against women. 
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