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PRESS ADVISORY:  
Mass Rally to Demand Safety & Justice for Women & Girls
Sentencing Day of Moreno & Mata, Former NYPD Cops Convicted of Misconduct
WHEN:  Tuesday, June 28th, 9:00 AM
WHERE:  Foley Square, Manhattan
                WHY: To “connect the dots” between the Moreno/Mata 
case and the broader issues of violence, sexual assault and women’s well being in New York City—our city.  
Press Contact:  Brielle Nalence, NOW-NYC 212.627.9895 / 908.208.7837

New York, NY– A coalition of anti-violence advocates, activists, and individuals are calling for action on the sentencing day of former NYPD officers Kenneth Moreno and Franklin Mata, who—in a verdict that shocked the community—were recently acquitted on charges of rape but convicted of official misconduct.  The coalition sees a direct connection between the startling outcome of this case and the epidemic of sexual assault, increased domestic violence incidents and homicides, and the brutal slashing of programs to end violence against women.

We are calling for accountability and an end to violence against women and girls in NYC.  

 

After a 6-week long trial where mounting evidence and emotional testimony documented the sexual assault of an intoxicated woman by a police officer that was called to her aid, the two officers involved were convicted of only three counts of official misconduct for entering her apartment without permission three times on the night of Dec. 7, 2008.  The community also gathered on the Friday after the verdict in solidarity with the woman victim who courageously came forward in this case and to stand in unity with all survivors of sexual assault.  

The Connect the Dots Coalition demands:

· The maximum sentence for ex-NYPD officers Moreno and Mata;
· NO MORE sexual assault, sexual harassment and disrespectful behavior by the NYPD;
· Full funding for programs to end violence against women;
· Safe homes, safe streets, safe communities and a safe city.

Kala Ganesh, Executive Director of CONNECT says, “All New Yorkers should be outraged about the pervasive violence and violation that women and girls must endure every day.  We will no longer tolerate our status as second class citizens. The war on women in NYC must stop.”
Susan Xenarios, Director, Crime Victims Treatment Center says, “Sexual assault and rape remain the most under-reported violent felonies in the U. S. If we want victims to come forward and report their crimes, they need to trust that our law enforcement officers are there to protect them not to exploit them.”

Lori Adelman, Feministing.com says, "While this case illustrated egregious betrayal of trust and misuse of police power, it represents only one example in a city where sexual assault and violence is too commonplace. In New York City, young people are particularly affected, with one in six teenagers experiencing sexual violence, a rate higher than the national average.”  
Antonia Clemente, Co-Founder and Executive Director of The Healing Center says, “We need to make sure that women and girls feel safe on the streets of New York, that justice be done when women and girls are sexually assaulted and sexually harassed and that they are not discredited when their rights are violated. It is the responsibility of every New Yorker to speak up.”  

NOW-NYC Executive Director Sonia Ossorio says, “This outrageous conduct was a clear betrayal of the officers’ duty to protect this member of the public. Their misconduct leaves NYC women forced to wonder whether a police officer called in a moment of need will be a protector or a predator.”  
Anu Bhagwati, Executive Director, Service Women's Action Network, former U.S. Marine Corps Captain says, “Just as in instances of rape, sexual assault and sexual harassment in the military, perpetrators in the NYPD must not be allowed to hide behind the uniform or use intimidation of authority to victimize those they are charged to serve and protect. SWAN demands the maximum sentence for Moreno and Mata and increased training on sexual assault and gender issues across the NYPD." 

Almost one in five women in the U.S. has survived a completed or attempted rape. It’s estimated that only 39% of rapes are reported nationwide and only 6% of rapists will spend any time in prison.  It’s critical that our community holds the justice system, our elected leaders, and our fellow community members to build a culture that rejects violence against women and holds perpetrators accountable.  
 

Connect the Dots, a coalition comprised of CONNECT, Crime Victims Treatment Center, Feministing, NOW-NYC, The Healing Center, New York City Alliance Against Sexual Assault and Service Women’s Action Network (SWAN). We are a diverse NYC based coalition of advocates and organizations working to prevent violence and sexual assault in our city and promote women’s health and rights. Along with NYC Council members, activists and survivors, we are coming together to “connect the dots” between the sentencing of Officers Moreno and Mata, and the larger issue of Violence Against Women!
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