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Honorees
Shelby Knox
Sex Education Activist

Lyn Pentecost
Founder, Lower Eastside Girls Club

Venita Pinckney
Anti-Shackling Activist

Ninaj Raoul
Community Organizer for Haitian Refugees

Rebekah Spicuglia
Noncustodial Parent Advocate

The Susan B. Anthony Award
honors grassroots activists
dedicated to improving the lives
of women and girls and

advancing equality.




Shelby Knox When Shelby Knox realized that many of her female classmates in Lubbock,
Texas were coming to school pregnant, her life as a model Southern Baptist teen changed
forever. In a highly conservative town with some of the highest teen pregnancy and STl rates
in the country, her brave quest for comprehensive sex education began at age 15 when she
publicly challenged the practices of preachers and teachers. Her journey is documented in the
Sundance award-winning film, The Education of Shelby Knox. Shelby has since become a
feminist organizer for reproductive justice and a national advocate for comprehensive sex
education, testifying in front of local governments and garnering national media coverage.

Lyn Pentecost Lyn Pentecost sprang into action when the Boys Club of New York refused to
follow the national trend of opening its membership to girls. She mobilized women in her
neighborhood, and the Lower Eastside Girls Club was born. For years, the club operated out of
church basements and make-shift spaces, but thanks to Lyn’s efforts the club is poised to
break ground on a multi-level, state- of-the-art facility. Lyn has worked tirelessly to help her
community create a space for girls and to help young women flourish and thrive.

Venita Pinckney When giving birth to her son last year while serving a sentence at Bedford
Hills Correctional Facility, Venita Pinckney was placed in waist restraints, ankle shackles, and
handcuffs. Her terrible experience inspired her to become both a leader and tenacious ally in
the fight to end the cruel practice of shackling inmates during labor. By raising her voice,
Venita helped push through a legislative victory that bans the use of restraints on inmates
during labor and post-delivery recovery. NOW and its allies fought for the anti-shackling legis-
lation, but its success would not have been possible without the activism of women like Venita.

Ninaj Raoul Ninaj Raoul answered a call by the U.S. Justice Department for Creole interpret-
ers to go to Guantanamo Bay in 1991, where thousands of Haitians were detained after fleeing
persecution. After returning to Brooklyn, she found herself opening her own home to pregnant
Haitian refugees flown into the U.S. with no resources. A first-hand witness to the ordeals
faced by those seeking asylum here, she translated need into action, co-founding Haitian
Women for Haitian Refugees to provide housing, support, and public assistance to hundreds of
families resettling in New York. She continues to mobilize her community to deliver services,
organize disaster relief efforts, and fight for workers’ rights.

Rebekah Spicuglia Rebekah Spicuglia is not a woman who sits on the sidelines when she
sees an issue that needs attention. As a noncustodial mom, she recognized the lack of aware-
ness of and bias toward mothers like herself. She responded by creating a NonCustodial
Parent Community blog, becoming a spokesperson on parenting issues, and fostering a
community and a movement. Since then, MSN recognized Rebekah as one of eight “Moms
Inspired to Change History,” and she has been featured in or written for The New York Times,
Huffington Post, Feministing, MomsRising, the TODAY Show, and Marie Claire, among others.
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Please RSVP:

o | will attend. | understand that the ceremony is free,
but I'd like to make a contribution to NOW-NYC'’s work.

o | cannot attend, but | would like to make a contribution.
Gift Amount: o0$35 o$50 o$75 o $100

o $150 o $200 o Other or
Call 212.627.9895 to place an ad or message in our program.

We need your support to advocate for the
women and girls of NYC in 2010! Your gift helps
to promote reproductive health, secure women’s
economic empowerment and end discrimination and
violence against women and girls.

Please make all checks payable to NOW-NYC, 150 W. 28th St.,
Suite #304, NYC, 10001. To pay by credit card fill out the form
below and return, go online to www.nownyc.org via

“Susan B. Anthony” awards page, or call 212.627.9895:

Credit Card #

Exp. Date
Billing Name
Billing Address




